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Reformed Baptist

Cornerstone Christian Church is a “Reformed Baptist” church. Most people have heard of the word “Baptist” and have some idea of what that means. Whatever else you may have heard about Baptists…all that we mean by that is that we don’t baptize babies. As Baptists, we believe that Baptism is a public declaration of faith and allegiance to Christ that can only be done by one who has exercised saving faith in Christ. Since an infant cannot exercise faith in Christ, we do not believe they are the proper recipients of baptism. Baptism is therefore for believers only.  We hold to this position because we believe it is the clear teaching of the Word of God.
So that is what we mean by “Baptist”. But what about that other word… “Reformed” ?

If your church background is from a mainline evangelical denomination or if you have no church tradition at all, you may have never heard of the word “Reformed”. There is too much to tell in just a few pages but this little handout is an attempt to summarize and answer that question: “What does it mean to be Reformed?”.

At Cornerstone, we have taken the name “Reformed” deliberately. It helps to explain what it is we are believing and proclaiming here. Although the name comes from the protestant reformation of the 16th century, we do not have any particular loyalty to the Reformers who led it (though great men they may be). For us, the word Reformed is just a convenient nickname for Biblical Christianity. In this “Reformed” tradition are the great names of Church history. Augustine, John Calvin, Martin Luther, John Knox, John Bunyan (author of Pilgrim’s Progress), John Newton (author of “Amazing Grace”), the famous Bible commentator Matthew Henry, the great evangelist George Whitefield, the great American theologian Jonathan Edwards, William Carey, C.H. Spurgeon, A.W. Pink and a host of others all held tenaciously to the Reformed Faith. We must underscore, however, that we hold to these truths not because great men of church history held to them, but because Jesus and the apostles so clearly taught them.

God Centeredness 
The heart of the Reformed faith (and the heart of biblical Christianity) is God-centeredness: the conviction that God Himself is supremely important. We define all our doctrine in a God-centered way. Sin is horrible because it is an affront to God. Salvation is wonderful because it brings glory to God. Heaven is heaven because it is the place where God is all in all. Hell is hell because it is the place where God manifests His righteous wrath. God-centeredness is the most distinctive feature of the Reformed faith.  
Other Christians may say that evangelism, or missions, or revival, is the most important thing. But we have only one concern—God Himself—to know Him, to mirror Him, to see Him glorified. We refuse to place any other objective above this. The salvation of the lost is only important to us insofar as it leads to the hallowing of His name and the coming of His kingdom. Helping our neighbor is important to us only insofar as it leads to the doing of His will on earth as in heaven. Bible study and prayer are only important to us insofar as they lead us into communion with Him. 
This has been the great hallmark of Reformed Christianity down through the centuries. Whether you're reading the journals of Presbyterians like Andrew Bonar, or the letters of Anglicans like John Newton, or the sermons of Baptists like Charles Spurgeon, this is the note that comes throbbing through. They are obsessed with God himself. They live their lives and do their theology and fulfill their ministry in passionate admiration for God Himself. Everything else flows out of their awed worship of God and their trembling love for Him. One of the things that you may notice in a Reformed church that may differ from other church’s you have experienced is that our services are colored by a seriousness and a reverent awe about what we are doing. It is because of our high view of God. 
The Sovereignty of God over all things
The Reformed faith emphasizes the reign of God over all things, meticulously determining (Eph 1:11) all that comes to pass (i.e. God is never taken by surprise). 

The Reformed Faith is perhaps best known for its understanding that God is sovereign in the matter of man’s salvation.  It teaches that the fall of man rendered human beings so damaged by sin that we are totally unwilling to come to Christ (Ephesians 2:1). Left to our fallen condition, no one would ever on their own come to Christ and be saved. Therefore, if any are to be saved, God must supernaturally intervene first to give us the ability to choose Christ (John 6:65).
God could have justly left the entire human race to perish in our sinful state. But from before the world was made and for His own glory, God chose (or elected) to save some. God’s choice was not based on anything good found in them…nor was it based on anything that they would ever do…but simply because of mercy God chose them sovereignly and according to His own good pleasure. (Romans 9:15-16, Ephesians 1:4).

The Reformed Faith teaches that, in time, Christ came and died for the sins of the elect alone and guaranteed their salvation (John 10:15).
The Reformed faith teaches that God the Holy Spirit regenerates and calls each one of the elect at some point in their lifetime, giving them a new heart that wants Christ (Ephesians 2:4-5). God the Holy Spirit gives them the gift of repentance and faith (Ephesians 2:8, 2 Timothy 2:25). Having been made spiritually alive, in due time and without fail, each one of the elect then come willingly to Christ and are saved (John 6:37).
After they come to faith, God then continues to cause His elect to persevere in that faith until they are safe at His feet. Not one of them will be lost. So from beginning to end, salvation is a work of God so that no man can boast and He has all the glory. We deny that salvation is in any sense a human work. God's grace in Christ is not merely necessary but is the sole efficient cause of salvation.
A High View of Scripture
Reformed congregations are distinguished by their conviction regarding the sufficiency and authority of the Word of God. We are seeking to reform ourselves and the churches of our generation back to the Bible. The vast majority of announcements from mainline denominations concerning the reformation of the church in recent days have been to move it away from its biblical and historical roots to that which is man-centered and culturally pleasing. There is a reformation going on in our day. It is an attempt to change the nature of the church from the House of God to the House of Entertainment. Sinners are being coddled rather than convicted. God’s power and majesty are things of a bygone era! Reformed Christians are making it their aim and ambition to become more and more in line with the Word of God. In this sense the Reformed church is not static. We do not claim to have arrived. We want to go back again and again to the Scriptures, so that we might continue forward to “finish the race” in a way that is pleasing to God. We do not want to do things because the Puritans did them or because other Reformed churches do them. We want to do what we do because we see it in our Bibles. 
Our high view of Scripture makes it central to all that we do and say in our church. We believe and challenge our members to learn deep theology. The music we sing is deep and rich with what the Scripture teaches.  And above all, our high view of Scripture makes the preaching of the Word foundational to our corporate worship.

Importance of Expository Preaching

Reformed churches are distinguished by their conviction that preaching is foundational to the life of the gathered church. How is God most often pleased to save sinners? How is God most often pleased to exhort, challenge, and build up his saints? How is Christ most powerfully displayed to the mind and heart? It is through the preaching of the Word of God! (1 Cor. 1:21; Eph. 4:11-16 ; 2 Tim. 4:1) Therefore, as Reformed Christians, we reject the trends of our day toward shallow teaching, cancelled preaching services, the giving of the services of worship over to testimonies, movies, drama, dance, or singing. The Word of God is to be central in the worship of God. Every sermon at Cornerstone will expound a text of Scripture and call men and women to it. We abominate lazy preaching and unfaithful shepherds who will not feed the sheep.

Paul warned of the day that would come when professed churchman would no longer tolerate sound doctrine. He stated that according to their own desires they would heap up for themselves teachers who would tickle their itching ears. The apostolic command thundered forth to Timothy, that in the midst of such mindless drivel he should “Preach the Word!” (2 Tim. 4:1). 

True Believers will Pursue Holiness
Reformed churches are distinguished by the conviction that salvation radically alters the life of the convert. We are saved by faith in Christ alone…not by works. But genuine faith will always be accompanied by a changed life. It is tragic that such a thing needs to be mentioned. We live in the day of “decisionism”. The idea is that you pray a certain formula prayer and are therefore declared to be saved. It matters not whether you break with sin or pursue holiness (Heb. 12:14). You can live like hell and go to heaven! Many popular Bible teachers claim this as a great defense of the grace of God. We see it clearly as a “turning of the grace of God into licentiousness” (Jude v. 4). When Paul describes the conversion of the Ephesians in chapter five he uses the greatest antonyms in the human language—you were darkness but now you are light in the Lord. And in 2 Cor. 6:14 Paul asks the rhetorical question: “What fellowship has light with darkness?” The Jesus we proclaim is a great Savior. He does not leave His people in their lifeless condition. We proclaim the Jesus who came to save His people from their sins (Matt. 1:21). We proclaim the biblical truth that if anyone is in Christ he is a new creature (2 Cor. 5:17). We proclaim the Jesus who came to make a people zealous for good works (Titus 2:14). We reject as unbiblical the modern notion that a man can embrace Christ as Savior and reject His Lordship over your life.
Meaningful Church Membership

Reformed churches are distinguished by a conviction regarding the serious nature of church membership. We believe in meaningful church membership, which includes mutual, loving accountability and discipline.  We believe that Christians should formally commit to a local body of believers and submit to that body as opposed to just showing up once and a while with little or no ties. We take seriously the admonition of Heb.10:24,25 to “…stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together…” We take seriously the duties and responsibilities that come with church membership. In other words, membership actually means something here.  We recognize that few churches practice this anymore, but biblical churchmanship presupposes such a commitment to God, your pastors, and your brothers and sisters.
5 SOLAS
This has been only a general introduction to what it means to be Reformed.  There is much more to say. Being Reformed is not a few isolated principles but encompasses the whole of the Biblical revelation applied to the Christian life.  During the protestant reformation, the reformers had five great foundational rallying cries that summarize who we are and what we proclaim. They surround the word “sola” which is Latin for “alone”. Upon these 5 pillars the Reformed faith stands:





Sola Scriptura - Scripture Alone



Solus Christus - Christ Alone



Sola Gratia - Grace Alone



Sola Fide - Faith Alone



Soli Deo Gloria - For The Glory of God Alone
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